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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, BG 

SUB J : RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 

1 . BDG ANNOUNCED THE RELEASE OF 285 POLITICAL PRISONERS 
IN INDEPENDENCE DAY GESTURE, MARCH 26. ACCORDING TO THE 
STATEMENT 3113 HAVE BEEN RELEASED IN AN UNSPECIFIED 
PERIOD, BUT PRESUMABLY SINCE THE NOVEMBER ACTION WHICH 
MADE ZIA CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR. 

2. ONLY ONE PRISONER OF NOTE WAS INCLUDED AMONG THEM, 

K.M. OBAIDUR RAHMAN, A FORMER MINISTER OF STATE AND A 
LEADER OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE. OBAIDUR RAHMAN WAS AMONG 
THOSE PICKED UP IN NOVEMBER LAST YEAR IN A SWOOP WHICH ALSO 
NETTED DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE CHAIRMAN MUSHTAQUE AHMAD. HE 

IS THE SECOND TO BE RELEASED FROM AMONG THIS GROUP, THE 
FIRST BEING MOINUL HOSSAIN OF THE ITTEFAQ NEWSPAPER FAMILY. 

3. ALSO RELEASED AS A RESULT OF AN APPLICATION TO 

COURT WAS FORMER AWAMI LEAGUE MINISTER MATIUR RAHMAN WHO 
WAS ARRESTED IN FEBRUARY, 1976. THE COURT HELD THAT 
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HIS DETENTION WAS IMPROPER AS HE HAD NOT BEEN ADVISED OF 
THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM. HE WAS, HOWEVER, HELD UNDER 
AN ACT PASSED DURING THE MUJIB REGIME AND NOT UNDER 
MARTIAL LAW REGULATIONS. THE LATTER WOULD HAVE PRE- 
CLUDED ANY ACTION IN A CIVIL COURT. 

MASTERS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS, POLITICAL PRISONERS, PRISONERS RELEASE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DACCA01590 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 05-0595 
Format: TEL 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 7/aaaaaobs. tel 

Line Count: 61 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 39e939b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2980407 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, BG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/39e939b1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



